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INTRODUCTION

AUTHORITY

The Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978, as amended, (16 U.S.C. 2103c¢ et.seq.)
provides authority for the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture to provide financial, technical,
educational, and related assistance to States, communities, and private forest landowners.
Section q217 of Title XII of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation and Trade Act of 1990 (P.L.
101-624: 104 stat.3359), also referred to as the 1990 Farm Bill, amended the Cooperative
Forestry Assistance Act and allows the Secretary to establish the Forest Legacy Program to
protect environmentally important forest areas that are threatened by conversion to non-forested
uses. This authority continues indefinitely. Through the 1996 Farm Bill (Federal Agriculture
Improvement and Reform Act of 1996; Public Law 104-127); Title III - Conservation; Subtitle G
- Forestry; Section 374, Optional State Grants for Forest Legacy Program), the Secretary is
authorized, at the request of a participating State, to make a grant to the State to carry out the
Forest Legacy Program in the State, including the acquisition by the State of lands and interests
in lands. The Commonwealth of Kentucky has requested the State Grant Option.

The Kentucky Division of Forestry is the lead agency for the Forest Legacy Program in the
Commonwealth of Kentucky (Appendix 1). The Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act directs the
Secretary to establish eligibility criteria for the designation of Forest Legacy Areas, in
consultation with the State Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee. These criteria are
developed based upon the State lead agency's Assessment of Need for establishing a State Forest

Legacy Program.
PURPOSE OF THE FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM

Since the majority of the Nation's productive forestlands are in private ownership; these private
landowners are facing increased pressure to convert their forest land to other uses; that greater
population density and user demands are placing increased pressures on private lands to provide
a wide variety of products and services including fish and wildlife habitat, aesthetic qualities,
timber and recreation opportunities; and that good stewardship of privately held forest lands
requires a long-term commitment that can be fostered through a partnership of Federal, State,
and local government efforts.

In 1990, the Forest Legacy Program was one of several programs established to promote the
long-term integrity of forestlands. The Secretary was directed to establish a Forest Legacy in
cooperation with State, regional and other units of government. In carrying out this mandate, the
Secretary is authorized to acquire lands and interests in lands in perpetuity for inclusion in the
Forest Legacy Program. Landowner participation in the Forest Legacy Program, including the
sale of lands and interests in lands, is entirely voluntary.

ASSESSMENT OF NEED (AON)

The purpose of the AON is:
1. To document the need for a Forest Legacy Program in Kentucky;
2. To identify and delineate the boundaries of forest areas meeting the eligibility
requirements for designation as Forest Legacy Areas; and
3. Torecommend areas to the Forest Service /Secretary for inclusion in the Forest

Legacy Program.



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Kentucky forest plays as much a part in the state's history as Daniel Boone and other early
pioneers. In Boone's time, the forest was home for wild game that existed in abundance, and the
timber supplied materials for building homes and furniture. There were 25 million acres of
forestland in Kentucky when settlers began establishing homesteads.

In 1870, Kentucky produced over 200 million board feet of lumber. By 1907, lumber production
reached one billion board feet. Huge stands of yellow poplar, oak, ash and maple were harvested
to satisfy a growing industrial nation. Destructive logging practices and waste prevailed
thronghout the early Jumbering days, and fire often followed logging. Trees were so plentiful
that few recognized the need for conservation.

In the early 20™ century, a few nationally prominent figures such as Teddy Roosevelt and
Gifford Pinchot, the first chief of the USDA Forest Service, began to call attention to the need
for conservation. In 1912, the Kentucky Legislature formed the Kentucky Division of Forestry.
The initial emphasis for the division was to reduce the severity of wildfires in the state. Today,
the mission of the Division of Forestry encompasses the entire forest spectrum. The mission
reads:

To protect and enhance the forest resources of the Commonwealth through a public informed
of the environmental and economic importance of these resources.

This forestland provides multiple benefits to the citizens of the Commonwealth, including timber
production, wildlife habitat, recreation opportunities, quality water and aesthetic beauty. The
passage of the Kentucky Forest Conservation Act (KFCA) mandated that the Energy and
Environment Cabinet’s Division of Forestry ensure hezlthy, sustainable forest that are
ecologically sound, provide economic opportunities, and benefit the overall quality of life for all
Kentuckians.



KENTUCKY'S FOREST LEGACY - GOALS

The goals of Kentucky Forest Legacy Program are to protect environmentally important
forest areas that are threatened by conversion to non-forested uses and to promote
working forests and other conservation opportunities. The working forest concept shall
be defined as forestlands with specific objectives and follow forest stewardship principles
that address timber management, wildlife management, soil and water conservation,
recreation, and aesthetics. The forest stewardship principles depend upon each
landowner’s goal(s) set forth in the Forest Stewardship Plan.

Environmentally important forest areas shall contain multiple combinations of the
following important public values and shall be ranked through a system based on these
values: (This list does not indicate or imply an order of importance.)
Scenic resources;
Public recreation opportunities;
Public education opportunities;
Riparian areas;
Wetlands;
Fish and Wildlife habitat;
Native plant communities;
Connectivity to other significant areas and other protected lands;
Known threatened and endangered species;
10. Known cultural resources;
11. Other ecological values; and
These forests should provide opportunities for the continuation of tradition forest uses,
such as forest management, sustainable timber harvesting, and outdoor recreation.

WO AN -

At least 25% of the total acreage of the landowner must fall into a designated forest
legacy area. Since many tracts may qualify for the Forest Legacy Program, eligibility
criteria have been established in order to prioritize acquisition proposals. Project
applications {fee simple or conservation easements) will be accepted statting February 1
thru July 31 of each year. The project application process is subject to change based
on recommendations form the Kentucky Forest Stewardship Coordinating
Committee. The Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee shall rank project
application (Appendix 2) using Kentucky's Forest Legacy Project Scoring Criteria
(Appendix 3) and Forest Legacy Project Scoring Matrix (Appendix 4).

Lands and interest in lands identified within a Forest Legacy Area may be acquired
under Forest Legacy Program authority by the Commonwealth of Kentucky, only
on a willing seller/willing buyer basis,



APPENDIX 1 FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM
Letters of Authorization

COMMONWEMTH OF KENTUEKY
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
PauL B Barion TFOO CARITI Avi Sae
e L Sutin 100
Franrtant. Ky A0 1
{EQ21 B64-26 1 4
Fan (BO2) 564.401 /

May 25, 2001

Mr. Dale Boswotth

Chief, U. 8. Depariment of Agriculture Forest Service
P. O. Box 96050

Washington, D.C. 200506050

Dear Mt, Bosworth;

The Commonwealth of Kemtucky will participate in the U. S. Department of
Agriculture’s Farest Legacy Program authorized under Section 1217 of Title X1 of the Food,
Agricolture, Conscrvation and Trade Act of 1990.

I have designated (he Natursl Resourccs and Environmeotal Protection Cabinet’s
Division of Forestry as the lead agency to represent the Commonwealth of Kentucky. Please
forward information and other pertinest matedials to the Director, Division of Forestry,
&27 Comanche Trail, Frankfort, Kentocky 40601. The telephone number is (502) 564-4496.

1 am pleased that Kentucky will be part of this important foresl conservation effort.
Thank you for your support of state and private forestry programs.

T

Paui E. Patten
¢ James E. Bickford

CAT
=D .gA ton
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APPENDIX 2

Project Applications, Landowner Inspection Cansent Form and Project Application Checklist



PROJECT APPLICATION
Phase 1 - Initial contract document

KENTUCKY’S FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM

FEE SIMPLE APPLICATION
SITE NAME: TOTAL ACREAGE:
COUNTY:
LANDOWNER(S):
ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE;
TELEPHONE; E-MAIL:
PROPERTY INFORMATION:
Legal Description: Agent;
County: Tax Map #:

Assessor's Plal and Lot Numbers:

Deed Reference {(Book and Page Number);

Current Local Zoning Where Property Is Located:

(Include minimum lot size and road frontage requirements);

Current tax valuation or recent appraisal (attach if available)
Property’s Total Forested Acres;

Forested Acres of Tract Offered for Forest Legacy:

Acres of Cleared/Open Landg;

Directions to Property:

FOREST TYPES: (Check all that apply)

Botlomland Hardwoods. Upland Hardwoods
Natural Pine: —_— Pine Plantation: —
Mixed Pine/Hardwoods: ___ Other
WATER RESOURCES: (Check all that apply)
Rivers and Creeks - Names;
Lakes and Ponds Sizes:
Wellands Sizes;

Others: List:




PROJECT APPLICATION
Phase 1 - Initial contract document

KENTUCKY’S FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM
FEE SIMPLE APPLICATION

ENVIRONMENTALLY IMPORTANT FEATURES: (Use additional sheets if needed)

NATURAL COMMUNITIES:

RARE PLANT OR ANIMAL SPECIES;

UNUSUAL LANDFORMS:

SCENIC FEATURES:

ADJACENT LAND OWNERSH!PS:
FEDERAL _ STATE _ FOREST INDUSTRY _PRIVATE __ OTHER

LEINS AND ENCUMBRANCES

List any and all liens and encumbrances on the property proposed for enroliment in the Forest Legacy Program.
Examples: mineral rights, utility easements (gas lines, power line), public rights of way, water flow or use
restrictions, septic systems or water easements, deed restrictions, tax liens, efc.

The information provided above is true to the best of myfour knowledge and belief,

ALL TITLEHOLDERS MUST SIGN.
PRINT NAME(S) SIGNATURE DATE

Disclaimer: All property accepted into the Forest Legacy Program is based on appraisal values meeting
federal standards.

Send this Fee Simple Application, Landowner Inspection Consent Agreement, and
Project Application Check List Material (aerial photograph, Maps efc.)
To:
Kentucky's Forest Legacy Program
Kentucky Division of Forestry
627 Comanche Trail
Frankfort, KY 40601

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Received by: Application Number:
Date;




COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM

Landowner Inspection Consent Agreement

l, as the landowner or the landowner's authorized agent
(proof of authorization must accompany this document) agree to allow inspection, appraisal, and survey‘of my
property being offered for consideration under the Forest Legacy Program. | agres to allow members of the
Kenlucky Division of Forestry or their designated staff to inspect the property as may be required at any time, |
shalt be notified in advance of all inspection visits.

Signature of Landowner(s) or Agent Date
Kentucky Division of Forestry Date

Title

FOR QFFICE USE ONLY

Received by: Application Number:

Date:




COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM

Project Application Check List

With your Fee Simple application or Conservation easement application, please submit four copies of the following
for each contiguous parcel:

Disclaimer:

Completed fee simple application or conservation easement application
Name(s) and address{es) of other owner(s) of record for this tract
Signed Landowner Inspection Consent agreement

Copy of road map indicating property location

Copy of plat or survey map of the property

Copy of Aerial photo (may be oblained through your focal Farm Services Agency County
Office}

Legal Description (if available)

List of existing permanent improvements on the property, including houses, bams, lakes,
ponds, dams, wells, roads, and other structures, and the total number of acres occupied by
improvements,

Map identifying all dams, dumps, or waste disposal sites on the property (if available).

Forest Stewardship Plan or Forest Management Plan (if available)

All materials submitted with application_are not returnable. Disclosure of this information is

voluntary: however, failure to comply may result in this form not being processed.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Received by:

Date;

Application Number:




PROJECT APPLICATION
Phase 1 - Initial contract document

KENTUCKY'S FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM
CONSERVATION EASEMENT APPLICATION

SITE NAME: , . TOTAL ACREAGE:

COUNTY:
LANDOWNER(S).

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZiP CODE:

TELEPHONE, E-MAIL.

PROPERTY INFORMATION:
Legal Description; Agent;

County: Tax Map #;

Assessor's Plal and Lot Numbers:

Deed Reference {Book and Page Number),

Current Local Zoning Where Property Is Located:

(Include minimum lot size and road frontage requirements).

Current tax valuation or recent appraisal (attach if available}
Property's Total Forested Acres:

Forested Acres of Tract Offered for Forest Legacy:

Acres of Cleared/Open Land;
Directions to Property:

FOREST TYPES: (Check alt that apply)

Bottomiand Hardwoods: ___ Upland Hardwoods
Natural Pine: . Pine Plantation:
Mixed Pine/Hardwoods; ____ Other:

WATER RESOURCES: {Check all that apply)
Rivers and Creeks - Names:
Lakes and Ponds . Sizes:
Wetlands Sizes:

Others: List:




PROJECT APPLICATION
Phase 1 - Initial contract document

KENTUCKY’S FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM
CONSERVATION EASEMENT APPLICATION

ENVIRONMENTALLY IMPORTANT FEATURES: (Use additional sheets if needed)

NATURAL COMMUNITIES:

RARE PLANT OR ANIMAL SPECIES:

UNUSUAL LANDFORMS;

SCENIC FEATURES:

ADJACENT LAND OWNERSHIPS:
FEDERAL __  STATE __ FOREST INDUSTRY __PRIVATE . OTHER

it is important that the following section be carefully and fully completed. The information you supply will
directly affect the desirability of the property as well as its appraised value and therefore, the ranking. Note
that checking "YES" does not limit your ability to negotiate price and options in the future; it merely assists
the State Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee when evaluating your property. Indicate which of the
following interests you desire to retain. Note by checking "YES" should indicate the rights you as the

tandowner(s) want to retain.

YES MAYBE NO

Timber and wood product rights
No public access

Hunting

Fishing

Camping

Hiking or other passive recreation
Bicycling

Horseback riding

Construction of roads

Motorized access



PROJECT APPLICATION
Phase 1 - Initial contract document

KENTUCKY’S FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM
CONSERVATION EASEMENT APPLICATION

YES MAYBE NO
Expansion of existing improvements
Mushroom/Ginseng/Craft Malerial Collection
Other:

LEINS AND ENCUMBRANCES

List any and all liens and encumbrances on the property proposed for enroliment in the Forest Legacy Program,
Exampies: mineral rights, utility easements {gas lines, power line), public rights of way, water flow or use
restrictions, septic systems or water easements, deed restrictions, tax liens, elc.

The information provided above is true to the best of my/our knowledge and belief.

ALL TITLEHOLDERS MUST SIGN,
PRINT NAME(S) SIGNATURE DATE

Disclaimer: All property accepted into the Forest Legacy Program is based on appraisal values meeting
federal standards.

Send this Conservation Easement Application, Landowner Inspection Consent Agreement, and
Landowner Application CheckList Material (aerial photograph, Maps etc.)
To:
Kentucky's Forest Legacy Program
Kentucky Division of Forestry
627 Comanche Trail
Frankfort, KY 40601

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Received by: Application Number:
Date:




APPENDIX 3

FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM
PROJECT ELIGIBILITY AND SCORING CRITERIA

Introduction:

[ ]

All projects where at least 25 percent of the acreage falls with in a designated Forest
Legacy Area (FLA), and meet the National Forest Legacy Criteria will be considered for
cligibility.

This document provides guidance to the state stewardship coordinating commiittee to
determine how to on score individual Forest Legacy Program (FLP) projects, based on
the core national criteria, project readiness and other evaluation considerations used m
the process. The project scores will then be used to rank and prioritize projects.

State/National Core Criteria;

Importance — The environmental, social, and economic public benefits gained from the

protection and management of the property. This criterion reflects the ecological assets
and the economic and social values conserved by the project and its level of significance.
National significance is viewed as activities that support Federal laws or initiatives (such
as Endangered Species Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, and Clean Water Act) or interstate
resources (such as migratory species, or trail and waterways that cross state boarders).

More points will be given to projects that demonstrate multiple public benefits with
national significance. A project need not have all the attributes listed in order to receive
maximum points for this category, but projects with multiple attributes of national
significance should receive more points.

e [igh importance (21-30 points) - The project protects multiple public benefits with
national significancc;

s Medium (11-20 points) — The project protects some public benefits with national or
state significance; or

e Low (0-10 points) — The project protects public benefits with state or local
significance.

Attributes to consider: The descriptions listed represent the ideal project for each attribute.

Yorestry and Potential Forest Produetivity —This category includes three independent
components: 1) Landowner demonstrates sustainable forest management in
accordance with a management plan. Additional points should be given to land that
is third party certified. (2) Forestry activities contrtbute to the resource-based
economy for a community or region. (3) The property contains characteristics (such
as highly productive soils) to sustain a productive forest. (Sirategic Direction Goal
2.3)

Threatened or Endanpered Species Habitat - The site has documented threatened or

endangered plants and animals or designated habitat for them. Federally listed



APPENDIX 3

species will be given more consideration than statc-only listed species. (Strategic
Direction Goal 2.3)

Fish, Wildlife, Plants, and Unique Forest Communities- The site contains unique forest
communities and/or important fish or wildlife habitat as documented by a formal
assessinent or wildlife conservation plan or strategy. (Strategic Direction Goal 2.3)

Water Supply and Watershed Protection ~ (1) Property has a direct relationship with
protecting the water supply or watershed, such as provides a buffer to public drinking
water supply, contains an aquifer recharge area, or protects an ecologically important
aquatic or marine area, and/or (2) the property contains important riparian area,
wetlands, shorelines. river systems, or sensitive watershed lands.(Strategic Direction
Goal 2.1)

Public Access ~Protection of the property will maintain or establish access by the public
for recreation; however, restrictions on specific usc and location of recreational
activities may exist. (Strategic Direction Goal 2.3)

Scenic — The site is located within a viewshed of a formally designated scenic feature or
area (such as trail, river, or highway).

Historic/Cultural/Tribal ~ The site contains formally-documented features of historical,
cultural, and/or tribal significance.

Non-timber Economie Benefits ~ Provides non-timber revenue to the local or regional
economy through activities such as hunt leases, ranching, non-timber forest products
(maple syrup, pine straw, ginseng collection). guided tours (fishing, hunting,
birdwatching), and recreational rentals (bikes, boats, outdoor gear).

Threatened - This critcrion estimates the likelihood for conversion and considers the following:

Legal Protection- The degree of legal protections that currently exists on the property
(e.g. current zoning or existing easements), whether these protections remove the
threat of conversion, and to what extent.

Land and Landowners Circumstances — land and landowner circumstances such as
property held in an estate, aging landowner, future use of property by heirs is
uncertain, property is up for sale or has a sale pending, landowner has received
purchase offers, land has an approved subdivision plan, landowner has sold
subdivisions of the property, good land steward interested in conserving land, etc,

Adijacent Land Use- adjacent land use characteristics such as existing land status, rate of
development growth and conversion, rate of population growth. rate of change in
ownership, etc,

Ability to Develop- physical attributes of the property that will facilitate conversion, such
as access, slope, water/sewer, electricity, etc

Third Party Ownership- If property has been acquired by a third party at the request of
the state, threatened will be evaluated based on the situation prior to the third party
acquisition.

Landowner [ntention - During the evaluation of threat. a good land sieward interested in
conserving land should not be penalized.

s Likely (11-20 points) - Multiple conditions exist on the property or adjacent to the
property that makc conversion to non-forest uses likely.
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o Possibie (1-10 points) - A few conditions exist on the property or adjacent to the
property that make conversion to non-forest uses possible,

v Unlikely (0} points)- Curvent conditions exist on the property or adjacent to the
property that imake conversion to non-forest uses unlikely.

Strategic - This criterion reflects the project’s relevance or relationship to conservation efforts

on a broader perspective. When evaluating strategic value, three considerations should be
made: 1) the scale of a conservation plan, 2) the scale of the project’s contribution to that
plan, and 3) the placement of the parcel within the plan area. (FLP Strategic Direction
1.1, 1.2, and 1.3)

Attributes to consider;

Conservation Strategy- docs the projeet fit within a larger conservation plan, strategy, or
initiative as designated by either a government or non-governmental entity.
Support Conservation Investments- is the project strategically linked to enhance previous

conservation investments including past FLP projects, already protected Federal,
State. or NGO lands. or other Federal land protection efforts (NRCS, NOAA. ete).

e High (21-30 points) - A key property in a regional, landscape, or watershed-based
conservation strategy that supports previous conservation investments.

» Average (11-20 points) - A key property in a conservation effort that is near previous
conscrvation investments,

o Low (0-10 points) - Will lead to locally focused conservation effort.

Additional Considerations

1.

If the National Review Panel ranks projects out of a state’s priority order, then the panel
will place a call to that state to discuss the situation. However, the panel will not move a
lower ranked project up the list.
The National Review Panel will pay particular attention to the amount of unspent funds
each state has in outstanding grants. There is the potential that a state's project will not
be recommended for funding if that state has a significant backlog in unspent funds.
The National Review Panel will consider the state’s capacity when developing the final
list of ranked projects and associated funding levels.
The National Review Panel will give an additional point for projects that have
leveraged S0% match, or greater.
The National Review Panel will give an additional point for projects that have a project
readiness score of 5 or greater.

Project Readiness is defined as the degree of due diligence applied and the certainty

of a successtul FLP project. To demonstrate project readiness, completed items need

to be specified (including completion date) in FLIS and credit will only be given 1o

those items completed:

1 Information has been documented to support cost estimate, such as completed
market analysis or preliminary appraisal
2. Landowner and casement holder have agreed to easement or fee acquisition
conditions.
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3. Cost Share commitment has been obtained from a specified source.

4. A signed option or purchase and sales agreement is held by the state or at the
request of the state. QR At the request of the State, conservation easement or
fee title is held by a third party.

Title search is completed.

Minerals determination is completed.

Stewardship plan or multi-resource management plan is completed.

4
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I am not sure that I can argue strongly for inclusion of an area. However, it

was noticeable that the majority of the Green River basin was not included -~ . b3
(if I am reading the map correctly). With the significant aquatic resource this L
represents 1 wondered about the abscence of legacy in this corrodor.

However, I am sure this was discussed.




I

Knox county should be included in southern Kentucky due to the high
number of federally listed species, is part o fthe Upper Cumberland Focus
Area, and the fact it is a major conservation focus area for many
conservation partners,

O

The area from the Licking River to the Chio should be included to create

more corridor habitat.O3 Y

0O 153 .

There is also a multistate opportunity to create an extention with Indiana a4y, V
and the northern portion of the Pennyroyal focus area, to link with the ¢ Lw m»ﬁ
‘Hoosler NF ins Indiana. This in turn can be linked to the Green River CREP L g
area and Fort Knox. In addition, there are is unigie ﬁ‘.w

oak/history/barren/glade habitats in the Pennyroyal that will benefit the
Indiana bat. O
O
- Additonal cooridor areas are the land areas between Ft. Campbell and Land
Between the Lakes (LBL). O
a
Connectivity of forest is essential to many species and areas should be
examined in attempt to tink the landmasses with other larger forest blocks
Mar 16, 2010:8:25 PM when possible.
Mar 17, 2010.8:58 AM <a href ="http://mis.fastrealestate.net” rel="dofollow">mis</a>
The FL program should be aimed at any area where forest cover needs to
be protected or there is a willing partner. In heeding Leopold's warning
about the lack of understanding of the importance of economic land use,
.aim the program at protecting forest cover while allowing silviculture as
incentive for landowner participation and malintenence of biodiversity via
Mar 22, 2030 £:45 PM: disturbance.
All state purchased land should abut a National Park, Forest Service land,
Corp of Engineer lands, Fish and Wildlife WMA's etc. The legacy funds
should be utilized to work in conjunction with other federal/state lands to
Mar 24, 2010 1:10 PM:create large land blocks not scattered bits and pieces.




2010 Kentucky's Forest Priority Areas




Kentucky Division of Forestry Programs and Services

. el

| S s - S %
: e SO i _‘_ ._'. ¢ _-'l i *Lr'
sy “;”?EI%:*’;F%:? &*:P

S E-Aa s ek gy = -'__‘_1.4;._'__:

%3k

KENTUCKY
FIREWISE




@S TUCQ» Kentucky Division of Forestry

627 Comanche Trail

Frankfort, KY 40601

http://forestry.ky.gov
(502) 564-4496
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